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William Calhoun McDonald
First Elected Governor of New Mexico
By Roberta Key Haldane

WiIIiam Calhoun McDonald
1858 - 1918
(Portrait of Governor McDonald. Carrizozo Museum)

When he first arrived in White Oaks.
William C. McDonald was a twenty-twoyear-old former schoolteacher and newly
minted lawyer with the sandy hair and
blue eyes of his Scottish ancestors.'
Another trait . not immediately apparent.
was his ambition. Once McDonald had
settled in White Oaks. he never again
taught school or formally practiced law.
Instead he set his Sights on bigger things.
McDonald lived large the western
American Dream before his life ended just
short of his sixtieth birthday. boasting
enormous land and cattle holdings.
wealth. the esteem of his fellow Citizens. a
happy marriage. and - to crown his
achievements - election as first ~overnor
of New Mexico after it became a state in
1912 .

Beginnings
William was born to John and Lydia
Marshall Biggs McDonald on July 25 . 1858 .
on a farm near Jordanville. New York. He
was educated in the public schools of
Herkimer County. New York. and at
Cazenovia Seminary in Cazenovia. New
York. In his native state. he taught school
for three years while studying law.
He was not content with that life.
however. and. like the other restless and
ambtttous young men of his era. he began
to look toward the West. For a while. he
stopped off in Fort Scott. Kansas. where
he had friends from New York and was
admitted to the bar in 1880 . He had been
in Fort Scott only a short time before
hearing of the mining excitement at White
Oaks.

Building a Life in White Oaks
In the spring of 1880. McDonald
arrived in White Oaks completely broke.
like so many of the other young lawyers
arriving at the gold camp. He was still a
bachelor and bunked with two other
young men who were to have bright
futures: Emerson Hough. later a famous
author. and George Ulrick. who would
become a successful lawyer with an office
in the town's Exchange Bank.
McDonald found Lincoln County to
be a largely undeveloped and primitive
region . Mac. as he was known to his

friends . immediately recoqnized the area's
potential. He was not content to remain
just another starving lawyer ; instead. he
opted for the steady-paying government
job of ll .S. Deputy Mineral Surveyor for
New Mexico .' He also knew civil and
mining engineering. skills that served him
well in his job as surveyor. And. like
everyone else. McDonald speculated in
mining. Most importantly. he was already
building a network of friends and useful
contacts. There were troubles along the
way. and McDonald made a few enemies.
On February 16. 1883 . McDonald
appeared before the local justice of the
peace to claim that Will Hudgens. owner
of a local saloon. intended to kill him. ' A
warrant was issued for Hudgens . who was
hauled into court to answer the charge.
Nothing further is heard of the threat after
a peace bond of $500 was issued .
Allwas not serious business. however.
McDonald was also elected captain of the
popular White Oaks baseball team .'
People from all over Lincoln County Roswell. Fort Stanton. Lincoln - traveled
miles to swell the crowds and cheer on
their home teams.
Politics in Earnest
On his steady upward climb .
McDonald was honored with many
positions of trust. beinc the type of man
who could command the attention and
confidence of business and professional
associates. McDonald had always found
politics fascinating and was a dedicated
Democrat. As early as October 1884.
when he ran for county assessor. the
Golden Era observed:
"No more deserving and capable
man can be found in Lincoln county than
our candidate for assessor. W. C.
McDonald . Mac came to White Oaks
nearly five years aSJo where he has lived
ever since. He has been employed as a
deputy United States mineral surveyor
and is known as a man who thoroughly
understands his business. and has !6iven
general satisfaction. He represented
Lincoln county at the Denver Exposition
in 1882 !6ivin!6 the best satisfaction. His
public and private life have been above
reproach. which should count for a good
deal when it comes to choosinq a man for
so important an office as that to which the
people will elect him next Tuesday." 3
McDonald won the race and served
as assessor from 1885 to 1886. In the fall of
1886. the entire Democratic county ticket
was elected - with the single exception of
the candidate for assessor for a second
term . William C. Mclxmald." Throughout
his life. both as businessman and public
official. McDonald always acted on his
principles. During his first year as county
assessor. he had made enemies of some
influential cattlemen by trying to place
reasonable valuations on county
property. He also went after the many tax
dodgers then livinSJ in the county. He paid
the price when cattlemen whose
assessments McDonald had raised led a
movement to defeat him for reelection.
Knowing that a Republican could not
be elected in Lincoln County. the
Republicans put up an independent
candidate named B. J. Baca. son of Capt.
Saturnino Baca and brother-in-law of Jim

Brent. Baca had a large following among
Spanish Americans. This coalition of
supporters succeeded in electing Baca. It
was the only time McDonald was ever
defeated for public office.
In September 1888. at Lincoln
County's Democratic convention held in
Lincoln to nominate candidates for
county
offices.
McDonald
was
unanimously endorsed as Lincoln
County's candidate for the territorial
House of Representatives. He declined the
nomination on grounds that he would not
run on any ticket headed by then sheriff
Jim Brene
Decoration Day Speech. May 1890
White Oaks and all of Lincoln County
began to notice the young politician in
their midst on Decoration Day (the former
name of Memorial Day), May 1890. The
Grand Army of the Republic. together
with a large number of White Oaks
citizens . assembled at the Congregational
Church at three o'clock. From there. they
proceeded to the cemetery to decorate
the graves of dead soldiers and friends
with flowers and evergreens.
That evening. Dr. Alexander Lane
called to order a larSJe assembly. and
Judge Hewitt made a strong address to the
crowd. dwelling especially on the pension
question for Civil War veterans. Then. in
the surprise of the evening. Mac
McDonald delivered a masterly oration to
the assembled audience. The speech was
peppered with allusions to ancient history
and to the events that had brought about
the Civil War. still fresh in the minds of
many in the audience. McDonald first
evoked the history of past deeds of
heroism:
"It is well for us to recall ... deeds and
events which. while they carried sorrow
and sadness to loving hearts ... at the
same time swept from our land the
dangerous and pernicious doctrines of
secession and nullification and the
nationally degradin!6 institution of
slavery. making these United States one
country of freemen all. . . . Alexander
sought new worlds for conquest for
himself. Caesar beat back the northern
hordes from the !6ates of Rome to
maintain more than Imperial SJrandeur;
Napoleon made France a Republic that he
might SJrasp at the Empire of the world.. .
Our soldiers fought to maintain and
advance the rights of humanity and
individual sovereignty. . . . A quarter of a
century has united the broken links of
State and healed the wounds of individual
misfortune.. .. There is no longer the
North and South of even a few years ago .
.. .There are some here who have stood in
the ranks of war. . . . We honor the
memory of the dead and the presence of
the living. who were and are heroic in
thought and action. Men who fouqht with
hi!6h purpose were made great within
themselves. by testing and developtnq
their best qualities ."
Then he turned his attention to the
present and the future , revealing a
forward-looking. optimistic mind:
''A new generation has risen since the
war and upon the wisdom of them and
those who come after will depend the
future harvests of the seed sown by their

predecessors....We say truly that this is
an age of progress .. . . Life is what we
make it in our strength or weakness. each
one for him or herself. . ..We may read.
study. observe. think - develop and
enlarge the mind with the principles of
right and justice and liberty. and the
nobleness of man's station in the universe.
The knowledge of the world is at our
command to draw from. We have the past
as a gUide for our footsteps which reach
out into the future. " S
Manager of the Bar W
Sometime in 1890. a !6roup of En!6lish
businessmen asked McDonald to manaqe
the Carrizozo Cattle Ranch Company
(commonly known as the Bar W). a large
ranch eleven miles southwest of White
Oaks and just north of the thennonexistent Carrizozo." The ranch was a
corporation held by stockholders in
England. McDonald had been doinq an
excellent job as bookkeeper for these
En!6lish owners since about 1882. knew
the business backward and forward. and
seemed a 10!6ical choice to step into the
manager's shoes. The ranch. originally
owned by a Spanish American family. was
bought by Maj. Lawrence G. Murphy (later
of the House of Murphy in the Lincoln
County War). At that time . it was called
the Fairview Ranch and covered about
thirty thousand acres ." It later became the
Carrizo (also Corizozo. Carasosa.
Corisoso . and CarriZOZO) Ranch. and stilI
later the more familiar Bar W The brand
of the old Bar W is probably the oldest
two-characteristic brand in continual use
in the territory and state of New Mexico."
The runntnq ''W'' is like that used by the
King Ranch in Texas. with the addition of
a bar across the top of the letter.
Murphy's attorney and friend was
Thomas Benton Catron of the notorious
Santa Fe Ring. Murphy was heavily in
debt to the First National Bank of Santa Fe
and had given the bank a trust deed to the
ranch to secure his loans. Catron. a
director and major stockholder in the
bank. had lent his personal endorsement
to Murphy's notes. After Murphy died
almost penniless in Santa Fe on October
20 . 1878. the ranch eventually came into
Catron's possession. Catron sold it in 1882
for $225.000 to James A. Alcock.
representative of an Enqlish syndicate
headed by a Captain Scott. " An Irishman
himself. Alcock was part owner of the
Carrizozo ranch and its first manager. A
"fine chap." he was sadly out of place
running a cattle ranch and almost drove
the company on the rocks ." Alcock's
foreman was Jim E. Nabours of Milam
County. Texas. At that time the Carrizozo
ranch (Bar W) could lay claim to between
ten thousand and fifteen thousand head
of cattle bearing its brand. all running on
unfenced land. Without fences. the cattle
roamed as far south as Tularosa Peak and
north to Corona. to the Pecos on the east
and the Rio Grande on the west. (The free
range privilege ended around 1907 .) Later.
the Bar W ranee ran to above Red Lake on
the north. below Oscuro on the south.
across the malpais on the west. and to
Vera Cruz on the east - about forty-five
miles by fifteen miles."
concinued on pa ge 2 II?
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Oil painting of William C. McD onald family home at the Running W Ranch
Ranch house destroyed by fire in 1946
(on display at the Carri zozo Museum)

McDonald bought out the British
syndicate's interest and took complete
charge, As a businessman . McDonald
managed and supervised the ranch as an
investment; he was not a cowboy. for
day-to-day operations. he hired a ranch
foreman to deal directly with the men and
the cattle. He appointed as foreman Pete
Johnson. formerly from the lower Pecos
in Texas and one of the best cowmen ever
to come out of that state.
In an era before wells and windmills.
ranches in the upper Tularosa Basin either
made it or not owinSJ to water. A
cattleman could have a ranch with
thousands of acres of land. but it would be
worthless if he did not control the
watering holes. from the ranch
headquarters just north of present-day
Carrizozo. the Bar W owned most of the
watering holes as far north as Gran
Quivira and Montezuma not far from
Corona. To th e west. it owned the
waterholes of Duck Lake . Indian Tank .
and on the south they owned Mound
Springs. Salt Creek. and Candelario Wells.
This was an enormous ranqe. but the Bar
W owned outriqht only small blocks of
land covering the waterholes.
It was enough. At its headquarters.
the Bar W had Carrizo Spring. a water
source that continues today to supply
water to the headquarters. corrals. and
surrounding pastures . Water was so
critical to controlllnq his ranch that
McDonald had as many as sixteen riders
with weapons patrolling just one spring Jake 's Sprinq south of present-day
Carrizozo.
The EI Capitan Livestock Company
After his initial success at manaqlnq
the Bar W. McDonnell SJained control of EI
Capitan Livestock Company (the Block
Ranch). one of the Iarqest cattle
corporations in New Mexico. The Block
covered some 225-250 square miles. or
sections. The Block. oriqinally known as
the Richardson place. combined with the
Bar W in 1908 when the stockholders of
the Bar W bought out the Block .IS Together
these ranches covered much of Lincoln
County and constituted two of the largest
cattle companies in New Mexico in the
early twentieth century. McDonald
became manager for both places. The
En!Jlish syndicate ran its cattle on the
Block from 1909 to 1913. Startinq July 31,
1918. it was all called EI Capitan Livestock
Company.
At first McDonald managed the Block
for other owners. These owners SJathered
enough cattle off the Block in two years to
pay $250.000 for their shares. At the end of
those two years. they notified McDonald
that they would sell out their part of the
Block to him. So he bought out their
stock. and in another two years he had
SJathered enough cattle off the Block to
pay for his part. In those years (ca. 190913). about half a million dollars worth of
cattle were shipped to Kansas City. The
cattle were moved back and forth over
the land and (orlqinally) to the rails at Las
VeSJas. New Mexico. for shipment to the
Kansas City stockyards. The cattle. some
of the fine st that ever came out of the
Southwest. were welcomed there because
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they had pure Hereford bloodlines. At one
time. EI Capitan ran twelve chuck waqons
and thirteen supply waSJons. Each waqon
outfit also included a rernuda, branding
crew. and wa!Jon boss. McDonald and
other like-minded cowmen were leaders
in orqanlzinq the New Mexico Cattle
Growers' Association. and continued that
leadership throughout their lives. "
In the biSJ drought of the 1920s when
all the ca ttlemen took their herds and
went to Mexico. the Block and the Bar W
cattlemen (now under the same
management) were the only ones who
survived and returned to New Mexico
with all of their cattle. "
frances Tarbell McCourt McDonald.
the First first Lady of New Mexico
Frances Tarbell was born March 4.
1852. at Steven Point. Wisconsin . to
George D. and Matilda Jane Wilcox
Tarbell ." Her father. like so many in the
early timb er towns. was in the lumber
business. Fran ces attended local schools
and may have attended Appleton Colleqe .
On September 25. 1870. in New London.
Wisconsin. she married Thomas B.
McCourt (born february 21. 1848. to the
elder Thomas McCourt. a merchant in
Oshkosh . Wisconsin) .'9 Thomas learned
the trade of machinist. Accordinq to
sworn testimony by frances McCourt at
her April 10. 1891. divorce hearinq before
the court of the Fifth Judicial District of
New Mexico Territory. the couple's
marrtaqe had always been troubled .
Thomas had been an alcoholic from the
start. He failed to support his family,
which SJrew to include John (born 1873).
then Genevieve. Paul. and Marqaret (or
"MarSJie." born 1882). frances's father set
Thomas up in business and furnished
money over the years. Out of the couple's
business came the means to build a home
in Medford. Wisconsin. which was deeded
to Frances.
In an effort to improve her life .
Frances mortgaged that home and moved
the family to Kansas. a prohibition state.
In spite of the state's laws . Thomas
manaqed to find liquor even in dry
Kansas . The McCourts stayed there only a
year. returning to Wisconsin after Thomas
promised once aSJain to stop drinkinq.
When the alcoholism continued back
home in Wisconsin. the McCourts looked
west to White Oaks. New Mexico. for a
new start. They arrived in White Oaks on
March 30. 1888 (one account says 1887).
Thomas set up a business that
included tin and sheet steel roofinq. iron
roofing, and trough and conductor pipe
work. Frances testified that because of his
drinaing. Thomas did not attend to
business. By January 17. 1890. it appears
from an ad in the New Mexico Interpreter
that frances had abandoned pretenses
and was openly and competently running
the business herself."
Frances stated in her court testimony
that Thomas had been drunk most of the
time since he had been in New Mexico.
The McCourts also became part owners of
a SJold-producinSJ mine in White Oaks. In
1890. Thomas was elected Lincoln County
School Superintendent.
McDonald Marries Frances McCourt

On April 10. 1891. Frances McCourt
sued for divorce from her husband on the
!Jrounds of "cruel and inhuman treatment
and failure to support" and was SJranted a
divorce the Iollowinq day"
The Las Vegas Daily Optic of
September 5. 1891. carried the
announcement of Frances's marriage.
attended by daughters Genevieve and
Mar!Jie. to McDonald in East Las VeSJas:
''Wm. C. McDonald and Mrs. Frances 1.
McCourt. both of White Oaks. N.M.. were
united in marriage this morning, at 9
o'clock. at the home of Rev. A. A. Layton.
pastor of the First Baptist church who
pronounced the ceremony. . . . Mr.
McDonald is one of New Mexico's Jeadtnq
business men. while Mrs. McCourt was
one of the Territory's handsomest and
most accomplished younq widows. Mr.
McDonald and bride left for Clayton and
the East on the morninq train. " 22
McDonald was thirty-three at the
time of his marriaqe. Frances was six
years older. The followinSJ year Thomas
McCourt died at the aSJe of forty-four on
September 3. 1892. in White Oaks : "On
Friday niSJht of last week. T. B. McCourt.
County
School
Superintendent.
surrendered his hold on life at Brothers'
Hotel. in this town.... On Saturday his
funeral
took
place
from
the
Congreqatlonal Church and was Iarqely
attended . and the remains of 'Tom
McCourt' were followed to the !Jrave by a
large number of laden cerrtaqes.""
For a time. the McDonalds continued
to live in White Oaks in a showplace on
Willow and Lincoln Streets.
A daughter; also named Frances. was
born in 1892. Two other babies were
stillborn. one on February 6. 1895. and the
other November 4. 1898.24
Life at the McDonalds' Ranch
Home on the Bar W
Since McDonald was manaqtnq the
Bar W. the couple decided to build their
ranch home on the site of Carrizo Sprinq
eleven miles from White Oaks just north
of present-day Carrizozo. This ranch
house would be the third at Carrizo
Spring since the first built by 1. G. Murphy
in the late 1870s. (Jimmy Alcock's house
followed the one built by L. G. Murphy)"
All three houses suffered the same fate :
they burned. The McDonald ranch house.
built in 1891 or 1892. burned in 1946.
destroymq many photos and items of
historical interest.
A bubbly. fun-loving woman. Frances
loved to cook and was a SJifted hostess.
She participated fully in the area's many
community activities. frances made the
Bar W ranch house an important social
center. Besides entertaining her husband's
business and political friends . she
orqanized frequent dinners. barbecues.
parties. picnics. and even weddinqs there.
In the days before the railroad came to
CarriZOZO in 1899. visitors thought
nothing of ridinSJ many miles on
horseback or in their bUSJSJies to the
McDonald home to stay days at a time. in
true western traditton." It was also a
family haven. The family came to include
George Tarbell (Frances's father. who
moved west after the death of his wife) . as
well as the four McCourt teenagers and
young Frances Mclsonald."
In these years. frances's daughter
Genevieve married Morris Parker in 1893.
and daughter MarSJie married Art Rolland.
Son John married Vena Gumm and
eventually moved to El Centro. California.
Paul enlisted in the Spanish-American
War under the name "frank Tinney" in
July 1900 and became a corporal." After
his discharge. he moved to Kansas and
married wife. Louise. in 1908. Later on.
they moved to the minlnq town of Butte.
Montana. and lived there the rest of their
lives.
George Tarbell would once a year
walk two miles to Carrizozo's local saloon.
where he would buy liquor and walk
back . He lived to almost one hundred.
dyinSJ in 1923. He too was fun-lovinq. he
would climb the apple trees on the ranch
and bombard the children with juicy red
apples."
Some time in his thirties or forties.
McDonald beSJan suffering the effects of
what was then called BriSJht's disease (now
known as polycystic kidney disease. or

PKD) .
Continuing to Climb the Ladder of
Political Success
Now a leading and influential citizen.
McDonald won election to the TwentyNinth Territorial General Assembly as the
representative from Lincoln County in
1891. He was elected chairman of the
Lincoln County Board of County
Commissioners from 1895 to 1897. further
honing his political skills." Later he was
appointed to the Cattle Sanitary Board
(l 905-1911) by then territorial SJovernor
George Curry, "
Curry appointed McDonald to the
Cattle Sanitary Board despite Mac's
defection back in May 1892 in which he
and fellow White Oaks politician John
Hewitt
left
the
Lincoln
County
Democratic Convention to support Gus
Schinzinq of White Oaks . Curry's
Republican opponent for sheriff."
Schinzinq was a former foreman of the
Old Abe Mine . and it may have been that
White Oaks loyalty won over party
loyalty. McDonald continued his upward
climb until he was appointed chairman of
the New Mexico Democratic Territorial
Central Committee in 1910.33
Election as First Governor of the
State of New Mexico
The president of the United States
notified the last territorial SJovernor of
New Mexico. William 1. Mills. of the
passage of the Smith-Flood resolution
admitting New Mexico and Arizona as the
forty-seventh and forty-eighth states in
the Union. respecttvely." Governor Mills
promptly issued a proclamation callinq
for an election of state and county
officers. members of the leSJislature. and
two
conqressional
representatives.
Election Day was fixed as November 7.
1911.
Immediately. the Republican and
Democratic parties issued calls for
delegate conventions. The Democratic
State Convention was held in Santa Fe on
October 2. 1911. A SJroup calling
themselves
the
"Independent
Republicans " and headed by Herbert
Haqerman and Richard Hanna joined to
form a "Fusion Ticket" with the state's
Democrats. an offer eagerly accepted by
the Democrats." William McDonald was
nominated for SJovernor of New Mexico
on this stronq fusion ticket that included
Harvey ferSJusson for Congress. E. C. de
Baca for lieutenant !Jovernor. and other
well -known Republicans and Democrats.
With what may well be one of the longest
sinqle sentences ever delivered to a
convention in Santa fe . John A. Haley. a
close friend from White Oaks. had the
honor of nominattnq McDonald for
Governor of New Mexico:
I have known this man ever since I
have been in the Territory of New Mexico.
and many of you have known him
equally as 10nSJ. No one can question his
Integrity. there is no doubt of his ability.
and his firmness of character and his
dealing with his fellowman warrant us in
sayinSJ that [if you] elect him Governor of
New Mexico there will be no more
scandals
connected
with
the
administration of the affairs of this state.
peace and prosperity will reiqn, and when
you do that, SJentlemen. as 10nSJ as you
live you will be proud of the fact that you
were instruments in placing before the
people of New Mexico the opportunity for
them to vote and elect a man in whom
the Democratic party has every
confidence and a man whom they will be
honored for conferring this honor upon
Lincoln County. and upon Honorable
William C. McDonald. who has so lonq
been a resident of New Mexico."
According to Ralph E. Twitchell.
New Mexico historian
The Democratic convention met at
Santa fe . . . and . after two days'
deliberation. placed in nomination a
ticket. which . .. its best friends confessed
was weak. Great political sa~acity.
however.
was
displayed
in
the
nomination of William C. McDonald for
SJovernor. A business man of sound
conservative [udqment, his candidacy at
once appealed to the business interests of
the new state. The chief criticism urged
aSJainst his opponent [Holm Bursum] was
a laxity of business methods in the

conduct of public affairs when in charge
of the territorial penitentiary as
superintendent. There were many
capable business men . . . who had always
regarded the question of statehood as one
of doubtful benefit to the whole people.
This class of citizens. anxious to witness
the success of state government. believed
that the affairs of the state were safer in
the hands of Mr. McDonald than in the
control of Mr. Bursum and cast their votes
for the former."
Though it was a bitter campaign
against Holm Bursum for governor. the
election result of November 7. 1911. was
clearly a Democratic victory. McDonald
received more than 31.000 votes to
Bursum's 28.000.3 ~ After McDonald's
victory, the December 1911 issue of The
Earth quoted the man who would soon
become the state of New Mexico's first
governor: "New Mexico is standing upon
the threshold of a great future. For many
years we have waited for admission into
the union. During those years we have
been progressing slowly but steadily; we
have been learning the extent and
character of our natural resources;
eliminating
frontier
conditions;
improving
social
and
industrial
conditions; building up our school
system; prospecting our mineral areas.
The period of probation has been long
and trying; but it has been healthful.'?'
On January 6. 1912, President Taft
signed the proclamation admitting New
Mexico into the Union. Among the New
Mexicans present at the signing were
congressmen George Curry and Harvey
B. Fergusson .
The Inauguration
The one detail the planning
committee for the inauguration could not
agree upon was the date. Time after time
it was changed. and as late as December
29, 1911. had not been set. The date was
finally set for January 15. 1912.40
Some of the ladies who attended had
their dresses made by designers in such
distant cities as Paris. The new First Lady
chose a \!old satin gown veiled in black
marquisette and gold lace. with a satin
train. Dauqhter Frances would wear
yellow satin with an overdress of gold
trimmed with yellow satin roses. William
C. McDonald. formally attired in a full
dress suit. was inducted into office as the
first elected governor of the State of New
Mexico just after noon in the presence of
a wildly enthusiastic crowd of seven to
eight thousand people. The ceremonies
were conducted at the main entrance to
the state capitol.
It was a typically gor\!eous New
Mexico day. and the first governor of the
Sunshine State (later known as the Land
of Enchantment). together with William
Mills. the last territorial governor. entered
an open carriage at the Palace Hotel.
Accompanied by the First Battalion of the
First New Mexico Infantry, the party
started for the capitol in a parade route
lined by citizens. The Santa Fe City Police
and the New Mexico Mounted Police led
off the procession. followed by the First
New Mexico Regiment band and the
Santa Fe battalion of the National Guard.
Governors McDonald and Mills followed .
escorted by Adjutant General Brookes
and his aides .
When the head of the inaugural
parade approached the main entrance to
the capitol. the waiting thousands broke
into loud cheers. The guardsmen formed
into a double line along the sidewalks.
with the regimental band stationed
beneath a platform raised on the main
stairway. Mrs. McDonald. daughter
Frances. Mrs. Mills. Judge N. B. Laughlin.
and Attorney General f W Clancy were
seated on this platform. In the rear sat
New
Mexico's
clergy,
including
Archbishop Pitaval and Vicar-General
Fourchegu. Chief Justice Clarence 1.
Roberts administered the oath of office .
The responses from Governor McDonald
were "ringing and intense."
In his inaugural address, Governor
McDonald said. "Laws and rules can help
direct. but cannot make good people happy and prosperous - but rightthinking. honest citizens can. under our
form, make SJood government. You are
entitled to be served by a mind unbiased

by inordinate party zeal. which may be
unjust to those who differ, but are equally
sincere and honest; by wiII unhampered
by careless or questionable promises that
might compromise the best efforts for a
free government of the expressed wiII of
the people; and by a heart free from
malice or hatred toward any, and which
beats in sympathy with the SJreat cause of
humanity. ... Awed by the solemnity. and
yet sustained by the enthusiasm of the
occasion. fully impressed with the
importance of the responsibilities that are
placed upon me, I have taken the oath
that binds me to your service. And now.
trusting the Power that controls the
destinies of men and nations. and the
encouragement and inspiration that
comes through the confidence of a
generous people. I shall take up the work
that with the blessing of the Almighty. I
trust may redound to the benefit of our
new state and to the good of the whole
people.?"
That evening two thousand people
attended a general reception from eight
to ten held in the Palace of the Governors.
Present as well were all of the liVing
territorial governors and their wives . The
regimental band furnished music for the
reception. Everyone hobnobbed joyously
without concern for political party or
class division. Governor McDonald had a
cheery greeting for everyone. and Mrs.
McDonald was graciousness itself.
However. in keeping with the firm wishes
of the new governor's wife. no
intoxicating liquor was served at any of
the events.
After the reception, the party traveled
under a canopy from the Palace of the
Governors to the National Guard Armory.
transformed for the occasion into a
ballroom that looked like dreamland.
According to the Santa Fe New Mexican:
"The dates' 1848-1912' were spelled out in
great letters of evergreen on walls of
green paneling. a background for masses
of poinsettias, trailing vines. baskets of
ferns and silver candelabra. There were
\!arIands of roses and smilax. The Ramirez
Orchestra played in an exoticaIIy
decorated dintnq room that had been
created to accommodate fourteen tables
holding chicken salad. rolls, cakes and
coffee. Morrison's Orchestra furnished the
music in the ballroom.':" The inaugural
ball closed the festivities of one of the
greatest days in New MexiCO'S history.
Governor of New Mexico
McDonald would serve a five-year
term. the only elected governor to do so .
One of his first acts as governor was to
convene the Ieqislarure into session on
March 11. 1912. During his administration.
McDonald maintained his ranch home on
the Bar W just north of Carrizozo. To get to
Santa Fe. he rode in a private railroad car
to Larny Junction. seventeen miles
southeast of Santa Fe. There. he would
meet the buggy that would take him on
into Santa Fe.43
Life around First Lady Frances was
fun.
One
of
Frances's
greatgranddaughters was told that in Santa Fe.
McDonald hopped onto a sled with the
children in the nearby mountains. Hair
and dress flying. she careened down the
slopes in deep snow. screaming and
laughing all the way to the bottom."
McDonald's tenure was honest and
capable. Former territorial governor
Curry said that "He had given New Mexico
a sound business administration. His
appointments . . . had been good. His
economical administration had been
popular with the people. but unpopular
with some influential Democratic
politicians.. .. I have no doubt he would
have been reelected.?"
Historian William Keleher called
McDonald the "nearest approach to an
ideal governor during my time of
personal acquaintance with governors.
extending over a period of more than fifty
years.':" McDonald's honesty and strong
character were a rare combination.
McDonald's
ThanksgiVing
Day
proclamation of 1912 took pride in
declaring to the people of New Mexico:
"The American holiday. ThanksgivinSJ
Day. is near at hand. New Mexicans have
much to be thankful for this year. They
have enjoyed many blessings and

experienced few calamities. We have had
no disastrous storms and have been free
from dangerous conditions of any sort.
Crime has decreased and order . . .
maintained under the law. . . . During the
past twelve months New Mexico has
entered the Union as a sovereign
commonwealth; she has assumed the
functions of state government and her
financial credit is exceptionally good . ...
Crops and produce have been plentiful
and the public health is in good
condition." 4;
One well-known visitor to the
mansion in 1916 was Elizabeth Garrett.
The blind daughter of famous former
sheriff Pat Garrett. she was asked by the
governor to sing at the opening session of
the 1916 legislature. She sang her own
composition. "0 Fair New Mexico."

Prior to 1954. the Governor's Residence was
locaced in downtown Santa Fe. adjacent to the New
Mexico Stete Capitol. It featured neoclassical
erctiitectute and was meant co resemble the White
House but was painted a lighc can color. This is
wh ere the McDonalds lived during his
Governorship. Afcer the present mansion was built.
chisresidence was demolished.

accompanying herself on the piano. Not
10nSJ after. an enthusiastic legislature
proclaimed it the official state sonq."
But there were ongoing problems.
caused mainly by the state of the
governor's health. Son-in-law Truman
Spencer remembers that "he was a sick
man. sick all the time he was governor.
damn near died two or three times. I don't
know as you ever saw it. cystic kidneys?
AN.'s got it now [A.N. was Truman's son] .
Frances [McDonald Spencer), my Wife,
died of it. .. . My oldest daughter . . . had
it.'!"

In another interview. Truman
elaborates: "I'd lJo up there [to Santa Fe]. I
did a lot of stuff for him . . . . The laws on
the books right now I si\!ned because he
was so damned sick .. . . They'd say. the
Governor ain't able to get out of bed . to
come over here. I says. 'Give me those
bills that have \!ot to go in today and I'll
take 'em over and get 'em signed.' The
secretary of state !6ave 'em to me and I
would take 'em over . . . and the
Governor'd look at 'em and say. 'Where
do I sign?' I says. 'Here's where you want
to sign . .. right here.' He says. 'You sign
'em. You can write my name.' So I signed
'em and took 'em back to the secretary of
state. He touched a pen. and he says. 'It's
legal if you touch the pen.' So the
Governor touched the pen. " 50
A Case of Sex Discrimination
In August 1912. the first official case
of sex discrimination in New Mexico was
filed in district court in Santa Fe." When
he arrived in Santa Fe as a Democratic
governor. McDonald. as was customary
when administrations changed . began
replacing Republican incumbents. He
submitted the nomination of Mary
Victory for state librarian to the senate for
approval.
The incumbent. Lola Chavez de
Armijo (a member of an old. aristocratic.
politically powerful New Mexican family),
continued to serve in that position after
the Republican chairman of the
Committee
on
Executive
Communications rejected the governor's
nomination. The governor had formerly
professed that women were qualified to
hold important appointive positions. But
the committee chairman's rejection had
raised McDonald's ire. and he sought new
ways to retaliate by removing Mrs. Armijo.
McDonald began legal action to force
Mrs. Armijo to either prove her right to
the position by undertaking a legal battle
or resign. He stated in his brief that Mrs.
Armijo was "a woman. and not qualified
under the constitution and laws of the
State of New Mexico to hold office." and
he nominated a man (William Thornton)
for the post.
Mrs. Armijo chose to fight and took

New Mexico Capitol
Designed by the erchttectuel firm of Rapp and
Rapp. and built in 1908. chis capitol was remodeled
in c.1960 and is now the Bataan Building. The
present Capitol is known as "The Round House "

her case to court. In October. less than
three months later. Judge E. C. Abbot (a
Republican) dismissed the governor's
claim and ruled flatly that "Mrs. Armijo is
not inelrgible to hold office on account of
her sex." Public interest was now aroused.
Governor McDonald would not let the
case 160 and carried his fight to the state
supreme court. A year and a half later. by
a two-to-one decision . the justices found
that Mrs. Armijo had a legal right to keep
her job . Unfortunately. part of their
decision was based on the claim that the
office (of librarian) was purely ministerial.
calling for neither judgment nor
discretion. and for that reason. the duties
of the office were not incompatible with
the ability of a woman to perform. Mrs.
Armijo held her job until 1917.
There were long-range consequences
from this case. On March 15. 1913. the
Republican-dominated state legislature
approved House Bill 150. which said in no
uncertain terms that "women may hold
any appointive office ." In light of the
political and social beliefs of the time. this
was a significant statement by the first
New Mexico state legislature on behalf of
women's rights .
Son-in-Law Truman A. Spencer
Truman Spencer came from Kansas
City in 1910. where he had worked in
marketing and broleering livestock
houses ." He answered an ad in a paper for
manager of the Bar W. and at the age of
twenty began workinSJ on the ranch.
McDonald quickly assessed Spencer as a
very shrewd and ambitious young man.
much like himself when he had first come
to White Oaks.
At that time. shorthand was a new
invention popular with aspiring young
businessmen. According to his son.
Truman. Jr., "Big" Truman taught himself
shorthand in twenty-four hours when he
came out to New Mexico by train to be
groomed as manager for the ranches.
McDonald needed a trusted aide.
someone smart who could chauffeur. take
shorthand and type. and eventually run
the ranches. So before Big Truman
climbed on the train to New Mexico. he
bought himself a Gregg shorthand book.
and by the time he got off in twenty-four
hours he could take shorthand.
According to Truman Spencer. Jr.. the
business at that time had twenty thousand
cattle and an equal number of sheep.
McDonald \,!roomed Spencer to take
complete control of the ranch. \'!iving him
sage advice along the way. such as "if you
can't stand to watch 'em die. son. don't get
in the cattle business.'?'
After McDonald went to Santa Fe in
1912 as \'!overnor. he turned over all the
ranch management to Spencer. then only
twenty-two. He also turned over the keys
to his safe. saying. ''You know how to use
the safe? I'm going to Santa Fe and I
haven't time to fool with the ranch.'?'
Truman Spencer cemented his standing
with the governor by marrying
McDonald's only child. Frances. They
married soon after the governor went to
Santa Fe to serve his five-year term. The
Spencers made their home on the Bar W
but spent much of their time in Santa Fe.
Their first two children were born in the
SJovernor's mansion. Truman and Frances
would have four children: William . who
died in high school: Jane. who married
Doctor Turner of Carrizozo; Truman. Jr..
and A N. Spencer. who would become a
doctor.
The End of an Astonishing Life
In 1917. when the Democratic state
convention met, Governor McDonald
continued on page 4 g
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William C. McDonald
considered both his illness and the lack of
any strong Democratic Party backing for a
second run at the governorship and chose
not to run again. It was tim e to return to
the Bar W He did . however. continue his
patriotic service during World War I as
federal fuel inspector for the state of New
Mexico. Early the week of April 8, 1918,
the governor became severely ill and was
driven to Hotel Dieu in El Paso for
treatment. His wife and son-in-law
accompanied him .
Nothing further could be done. He
died of advanced polycystic kidney
disease April 12.55 funeral services were
held at the McDonald ranch house on
April 14. Afterward. th e governor was
buried in Cedarvale Cemetery at White
Oaks, where he had arrived thirty-eight
years before as an ambitious young
Eastern tenderfoot.
Frances in Later Years
After the death of her husband. the
widow frances continued a busy life in
her community" She stayed active in the
Episcopal Church and the Carrizozo
Women's Club , serving a term as
president. She also remodeled the ranch
house. a white, two -story building with a
red tile roof and a total of nineteen rooms.
The project cost $15,000. Generous of
spirit, she ~ave money, food , and time to
people "across the tracks" in Carrizozo
and paid the bills of many who could not
afford to pay on their own. frances died
November 28, 1936. of a cerebral
hemorrhage and is buried in Cedarvale
Cemetery in the McDonald family plot.
The Bar W. manaqed at the time of this
publication by McDonald's great~randson Stirllnq Spencer, remains a
successful family ranch.
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Lutz Building Carrizozo Built in 1917
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By Polly E. Chavez

Lu tz Building aka Carrizozo Hardware Store
(Photograph by Polly E. Chevez)

There is a story about the building
known as the Carrizozo Hardware Store and
as Carrizozo Tradtns Co. in earlier years . It
was built for Henry Lutz in 1917. Lutz came
to Carrizozo from Lincoln . where he had a
store. He sold wool and mohair, hides and
pelts; hay and ~rain (accordinq to an ad in
the 1913 Lincoln County Year Book).
Lutz, sheep rancher and merchant, had
the Lutz buildlng constructed of Ancho
brick at a cost of $35,000. In Carrizozo's
early years this site was a lar~e wa~on yard
and corral. Lutz went broke in the 1920s
and the butldtns remained vacant for a
time . Back then the street was known as
Alamogordo Avenue.
frank English, who had lost out on the
contract to build the Lutz buildinq , bought
the bulldlng and operated a hardware store
throughout the Depression Era and World
War II. Dances were held upstairs, which
also doubled as a roller skatin~ rink . There
were also several apartments upstairs . His
son , fred ran the Carrizozo Hardware Store
until the 1980s.
The interior still has a pressed tin
ceiIinlJ and old hardwood floors. There is
an office typical of the period, as well as a
full basement. The ortstnal si~n on the side
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Agnes Mary Shattuck Dill. aSJe 98 . passed away on March 17. 2012. She was born

of the building has been repainted.
Johnson Stearns remembers that when
he lived in Nosal , his parents rented an
apartment in the Lutz buildtng during
winter so he could continue to attend
school in Carrizozo.
County fair farm exhibits could be
viewed in this bulldtng , And. there was a
dental office there . Today the Carrizozo
Hardware Store is the location of Gallery
401 which houses a collection of antique
decorative accessories from france .
En~land . Mexico, Central America and New
Mexico.
John A. Haley. 1913 editor of the
Carrizozo News. compiled the 1913 Lincoln
County Year Book. It includes descriptive.
historical. biolJraphical. and statistical
information for the county.
This yearbook briefly records that
Carrizozo is the county seat division on E.P
& S.W; population 1.075; railroad shops.
ranchins and mining ,
In 1913 Lincoln County included
several post offices and towns that no
Ionqer exist: Eichel. Holloway. Hurlburt .
Jlcarllla, Meek. Parsons and Reventon.
By the way. my father was born in
White Oaks in 1905. He had relatives Iivin~
in Peventon and the Patos area. He retired
from Southern Pacific and raised a large
family
in
Carri zozo
and
Nosal .
-PEC

A version of this article appreared in
Ruidoso News. Wednesday. June 22, 2011 . Polly
E. Chavez. writer, historian, artist and

is the author of the "Historical
Potpourri" column which appears regularly in
the newspaper. which covers all of Lincoln
County.
photographer;

In Mem.oriam.

in Isleta Pueblo on June 12, 1913. the first child of Paul and Beatrice (Abeita)
Shattuck. Dill graduated from Albuquerque Indian School in 1932. After hiSJh
school. she attended New Mexico Hiqhlands University where she received her B.A.
in Education in 1937. Dill's life was dedicated to educational and cultural pursuits
and she traveled throughout the world speaking about women's riSJhts at various
conferences. .A.sJnes Dill received so many awards and accolades for her work that
the list is too 10nSJ for this column. She received an Honorary Doctorate of Letters
in 2010 from the University of New Mexico when she was 96 years old.

Suzanne "Suzy" Hanson Poole. aSJe 85 . passed away on July 4. 2012 at her home
located on the west bank of the Rio Grande. She was born AUSJust 13. 1926 in
Milwaukee. WI. Poole was a SJenerous philanthropist, SJifted singer and performer.
In 1957. she and her husband Rufus G. Poole. Sr. moved to Albuquerque. The two
of them were enthusiastic supporters of the Santa Fe Opera and other arts
programs. activities she continued to support after the death of her husband in
1968. For more information. see two extensive obituaries in Albuquerque Journal,
Sunday. July 8. 2012 . paqe B-5.

John "Jack" Laurence Rust. aSJe 87, passed away on July 8.2012. He was born in
Bloomington.IL. After hiSJhschool he attended West Point Military Academy where
he played lacrosse and football. Rust was named to the All American lacrosse team
in 1947, 1948 and 1949 and was inducted into the Army Sports Hall of Fame in 2008 .
Jack Rust came to New Mexico in 1960 when Caterpillar Tractor Company offered
him the dealership and he expanded the company to encompass all of New Mexico
and West Texas . Throughout his business career Rust and his wife Donna were
SJreatly involved in philanthropic causes. The Presbyterian Rust Medical Center in
Rio Rancho was named in their honor.

Samuel Tso, aSJe 89. died on Wednesday. May 9. 2012 . at the San Juan Medical
Center in farminqton , New Mexico. Tso was one of 400 Marine Corps Navajo Code
Talkers in the South Pacific during WWII. Samuel Tso. a native of Lukachukai.
Arizona. was the current vice-president of the Navajo Code Talker Association.

frank Chee Willeto. a Navajo Code Talker and former vice president of the
Navajo Nation died on June 17. 2012 at the aSJe of 87. WiIIeto was born in
Crownpoint, NM and died at his home in Pueblo Pintado, NM. He enlisted in the
Il.S. Marines in 1944 and served in the Pacific Theater in Saipan and Okinawa. In
2001 . he received the Congresstonal Silver Medal of Honor for his role as a Navajo
Code Talker.

2012 Historical Society of New Mexico Awards
Ceremony Held on Saturday May 5, at the Governor's Mansion, Santa Fe
Paul A. f. Walter Award

Ralph Emerson Twitchell Award

Lansing B. Bloom Award

fabiola cabeza de Baca Award

Outstanding servic e to the Historical
Society of New Mexico

Outstanding contribution to the fine arts

Outstanding publication by an institution
affiliated with HSNM

Outstanding publication regarding
domestic life in New Mexico
• Uyless Black: The Light Side of Little
Texas (Lea County Museum Press)

• David L. Caffey, Historian and author of
numerous publications Including a
bio graphy of Frank Springer and his
forthcoming book about the Santa Fe
Ring

• Ronald Kil, artist, muralist. His paintings
are featured on the 2012 Enchanting New
Mexico Calendar: Celebrating 100 Years of
Statehood. published by New Mexico
MagaZine. These paintings are from the
Santa Fe Trail Mural Series located at the
Frank Brownell Museum of the
Southwest. Raton, New Mexico . Kil has
illustrated several children's books written
by Marc Simmons and published by UNM
Press.

• Sharon Snyder: At Home on the Slopes
of Mountains: The Story of Peggy Pond
Church (Los Alamos Historical Society)
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Nancy Owen Lewis . chairpe rson of the HSNM Awards
Committee and Sharon Snyder .
recipient of th e Lansin g B. Bloom Award

(left to right) Michael Stevenson. Don Bullis
and David L. Caffey

Edgar Lee Hewett Award

fray francisco Atanasio
Dominguez Award

Outstanding service to the public

• David Townsend, retired professor from
New Mexico State University, Alarnagordo
Campus

Nancy Owen Lewis and Uyless Black r ecipient of the
Pebiole Cebeze de be ce Award

• Sandra Schackel: Working the Land:
The Stories of Ranch and Farm Women in
the Modern American West (University
Press of Kansas)

Outstanding publication in historical
survey and research

Nancy Owen Lewi s. chairp erson of the HSNM A wards
Com mittee and Ronald Kif. r ecipient of the
Ralph Emerson Twit ch ell A ward

• Don Bullis: New Mexico Historical
Biographies

Gaspar Perez de Villagra Award
Outstanding publication in history

• Chris Wilson and Stefanos Polyzoides
The Plazas of New Mexico (Trinity
University Press) co-collaborators were
Jose Zelaya, who edited the documentary
drawmrs and Miguel Gandert. who did
the contemporary photography

Sandra Schackel and her Dau ghters. recip ient of th e
Pebiole Cebeze de Baca Award and Nancy Owen Lewis

Gilberto Espinosa Prize

(L to R) M icha el Stevenson. President HSNM. David
Townsend, recipient of the Hewett Award and
Don Bullis. t st Vice-President HSNM

Best New Mexico Historical
Review article
Nan cy Owen Lewi s. Gloria and Don Bullis

Lifetime Achievement Award
L. Bradford Prince Award
• Nasario Garcia of Santa Fe, former
professor of Spanish and Portuguese at
New Mexico Highlands University and
author or co-author of 25 books , many
centered on New Mexico history as
preserved
through
folklore
was
recognized
for
his
contributions
throughout his career.

Significant work in the field of
historic preservation

• Christoph Laucht. "(Los Alamos in a
Way Was a City of Foreigners): GermanSpeaking Emigre Scientists and the
Making of the Atom Bomb at Los Alamos.
New Mexico . 1943-1946."

• Mary Davis for her lifetime dedication
Chri s Wilson. recip i ent of a Gasp ar Perez de Villagra
Award and Nancy Owe n Lewis present er

• Nera Pope and Andrea Jaquez : The Fort
Bayard Story. 1866-1912

to pres erving the architecture and culture

of Albuquerque and Corrales.
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Durwood BaIl editor of "New Mexico Historical Review "
announces Chrisop h Lsu ciit fo r the Espinosa A ward.
Leu cht was unable to att end th e cer emony.

Nancy Owen Lewis. chairperson of the HSNM Awards
Committe e. and Mary Davis recipient of the
L. Bradford Prince Award

Ser\'ice Awards
Special Service to Society Recognition

(L to R) Michael Stevenson. Presi dent . Nasario Gar cia
re cipient of th e HSNM Lifetime Ac h ievem ent A ward and
Don BuIIi s. tst Vice -President HSNM

Dorothy Woodward Award
AdvancementofeducaUon

• Richard Melzer, educator, UNM-\7alencia
history professor, author of numerous
books including New Mexico : Celebrating
the Land of Enchantment. an official
project of the New Mexico Centennial,
1912-2012 , editor of Sunshine and
Shadows in New Mexico 's Past (Spanish
Colonial and Mexican Periods 1540-1848.
\701. I; Territorial Period 1848-1912. \701. II;
Statehood Period 1912-Present. \701. III) .
co-author with Robert Torrez and Sandra
K. Mathews of A History of New Mexico
Since Statehood (textbook). Melzer also
lectures throughout the state about the
Statehood Centennial and other topics of
historical interest.

Pablita Velarde Award
Nancy Owen Lewi s and Andrea Jaquez a re cipient of
the Gaspar Perez de ViIIagra Award

Outstanding children's publication

• Richard Melzer. Robert Torrez. and
Sandra Mathews: A History of New Mexico
Since Statehood (UNM Press)

• Enrique Lamadrid: Amadito and the
Hero Children (UNM Press), Amy Cordova,

• Frank Gonzales is in charge of the
mailing and postal services for HSNM

who produced the illustrations and
Michael Trujillo . who wrote the
afterword.

Frank Gon zales and Michael Stevenson

Nancy Owen Lewis. chairperson of the HSNM Awards
Com m i ttee presents the Gaspar Perez de ViIIagra Award
to (L to J<) Robert Torrez. San dra K. Mathews and
Richard Melzer for their textbook
':.4 History of New Mexico Sin ce Stateho od"

Nancy Owen Lewis. chairpe rson of the HSNM Awards
Committee and Enr iqu e Lemedrtd recipient of the
Pablita Velarde Award

i li

Emerita Romero-Anderson, Milagro of
(Texas Tech
University Press). Kent Anderson and
Agnes Rivera accepted the award on
behalf of the late Emerita RomeroAnderson
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Awards Photoqraphs
by Dale Benham

the Spanish Bean Pot,

hsnm
Nanc y Owen Lewis, chairpe rson of th e HSNM Awards
Comm itte e and Richard Melzer. recipient of the
Doroth y Wo odward Award

www.Dale.Benhamphoto~raphy.com

Recip ients of th e 2012 Stateho od Cent enn ial Awards
received this M edallion . design ed. produced and
dona red by David L. Caffey
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"The Dust Bowl" Explores Largest Ecological Disaster in History
November 18 and 19, 2012 on PBS
PBS Partners with The GRAMMY Museum to Celebrate Centennial of Woody Guthrie's Birth

The Green children at "Grubb Dog Place" in 1935. four miles north of Lakin Kansas. Pictured (left to
ri ght) are the Green si blings. which include Lola (Ioyce's mother). Clyde and Winona. The buckets
contained the legendary lard sandwiches. The goggles were shipped into Garden City Kansas.
(Photograph courtesy of Joyce Unrah)

The Dust Bowl, a new two -part, fourhour documentary by Ken Burns, will air
November 18 and 19, 2012, 8:00-10:00
p.m. EST on PBS. The film chronicles the
environmental
catastrophe
that,
throughout the 1930s, destroyed the
farmlands of the Great Plains, turned
prairies into deserts and unleashed a
pattern of massive , deadly dust storms
that for many seemed to herald the end of
the world. It was the worst manmade
ecoloqical disaster in American history.
"The Dust Bowl was a heartbreaking
tragedy in the enormous scale of human
suffering it caused. But perhaps the
biggest tra~edy is that it was preventable,"
said Burns. "This was an ecosystem - a
~rassland - that had evolved over millions
of years to adjust to the drouqhts, hi~h
winds and violent weather extremes so
common to that part of the country. In
the space of a few decades at the start of
the 20th century, that ~rassland was
uprooted in the middle of a frenzied
wheat boom. When a drought returned,
all that exposed soil took to the skies, and
people worried that the breadbasket of
the nation would become the next Sahara
desert. If we show the same neglect to the
limits of nature now as we did then, it is
entirely possible that this could happen
alJain."
Dayton Duncan, writer and coproducer of The Dust Bowl, and a
Ionqtime collaborator with Burns, said,
"While the rest of the country was
suffering through the financial disaster of
the Great Depression, the farmers of the
southern plains were not only dealing
with that, but also with somethmq much
more ominous and overpowering. Dust
storms were takin~ their land and food .
killing their children and turning the day
into night. Plaques of grasshoppers and
rabbits ravaged what little velJetation
remained. It was as if nature itself had
turned alJainst them. But in fact it was the
other way around: We had tried to impose

our will on nature and the results were
catastrophic."
Until the arrival of European and
American settlers in the late 19th century,
the southern plains of the United States
were predominantly grasslands, seldom
used for farmtnc. Bitterly cold winters,
hot summers, hi~h winds and, especially,
low, unreliable precipitation made it
unsuitable for standard a~riculture. But at
the start of the 1900s, offers of cheap
public land attracted farmers to the
re~ion, and in World War I. in the midst of
a relatively wet period, a lucrative new
wheat market opened up . Advances in
gasoline-powered farm machinery made
production faster and easier than ever.
Durinq the 1920s. millions of acres of
lJrassland across the plains were
converted into wheat fields at an
unprecedented rate.
In 1930, with the Great Depression
underway, wheat prices collapsed. Rather
than follow the government's urgin~ to
cut back on production , desperate
farmers harvested even more wheat in an
effort to make up for their losses. Fields
were left exposed and vulnerable to a
drought. which hit in 1932.
Once the winds began pickin~ up
dust from the open fields, they ~rew into
dust storms of biblical proportions. Each
year the storms grew more ferocious and
more frequent, sweepinq up millions of
tons of earth, covering farms and homes
across the plains with sand and spreading
the dust across the country. Children
developed fatal "dust pneumonia ,"
business owners unable to cope with the
financial ruin committed suicide and
thousands of desperate Americans were
torn from their homes and forced on the
road in an exodus unlike anything the
United States had ever seen.
"In The Dust Bowl, Ken Burns and
Dayton Duncan give us a ~rippinlJ drama
of people pitted against horrific storms,
never-before-experienced, then or now,"

said Paula Kerger; President and CEO,
PBS. "It is eloquently and movingly told
through the stories and oral histories of
those who lived to tell the tale of that
tragic time. We're very proud to capture
the first-hand testimonies of these
survivors, many of whom are in their late
70s and 80s, and who are making an
important contribution to our nation's
history and furthering our understanding
of this time and its implications for the
future."
The Dust Bowl is also a story of heroic
perseverance against enormous odds:
families finding ways to survive and hold
on to their land, national and local
government programs that kept hungry
families afloat and a partnership between
government a~encies and farmers to
develop new farming and conservation
methods.
The Dust Bowl chronicles this critical
moment in American history in all its
complexities and profound human
drama. It is, in part, oral history, using
compelling interviews with 26 survivors
of those hard times -what will probably be
the last recorded testimony of the
lJeneration that lived through the Dust
Bowl. Filled with seldom-seen movie
footage.
previously
unpublished
photographs, the sonqs of Woody Guthrie

information on the film and filmmakers,
and information on en~agement
activities . The full companion site for The
Dust Bowl will launch in October and will
include selections from scripts, video
outtakes and transcripts from interviews,
archival footage and photographs and
music, as well as educational outreach
materials and lesson plans that will enable
teachers to use the Dust Bowl as a
historical lens to explore changes
affecting the environment today. PBS has
also launched a social media campaign
designed to enlJage audiences online in
conversations and discussions around the
themes in the film. Fans can follow Ken
Burns on Twitter @KenBurns or on
Facebook at FacebooR.comJKenBurnsPBS.
The Dust Bowl: An IIlustrated History,

written by Dayton Duncan with a preface
by Ken Burns, will accompany the film.
The book, which will be published by
Chronicle Books, will be on sale in
October.
The Dust Bowl will be available on
DVD and Blu-ray from PBS Distribution:
ShopPBS.org; 800-PLAY-PBS, 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week.
Funding is provided by Bank of
America , Corporation for
Public
Broadcasting, The Arthur Vining Davis
broadcasting
Foundations,
Public

Part of the crew that worked on The Dust Bowl film , shown here in Cimarron National Grassland.
Morton County. Kansas. Pictured in the photo (left to right) are Susan Shumaker. associate producer.
Dayton Duncan. writer and producer, Ken Burs. director and producer, Julie Dunley. producer and
Craig Mellish. editor.

and the observations of two remarkable
women who left behind eloquent written
accounts, the film is also a historical
accounting of what happened and why
duri ng the 1930son the southern Plains .
In conjunction with the broadcast,
PBS is partnerinq with The GRAMMY
Museum to celebrate the centennial of
Woody Guthrie's birth. As with other
Burns films, PBS will also partner with
other organizations to expand the
conversation around the film, as well as
screening clips around the country
butldinq up to the broadcast. There will
also be an extensive education initiative,
reaching students in schools around the
country.
A preview website for The Dust Bowl
is available at pbs .oro/dustbowl and
includes video clips, opportunities for
users to share stories , background

Service, National Endowment for the
Humanities, The Rockefeller Foundation,
Wallace Genetic Foundation and
members of The Better Anqels Society,
mcludlnq the Dana A. Hamel Family
Charitable Trust and Robert and Beverly
Grappone.
The Dust Bowl is a production of
Florentine Films and WETA, Washin~ton,
DC. Director: Ken Burns; writer: Dayton
Duncan; producers: Dayton Duncan. Ken
Burns and Julie Dunfey, editors: Crai~
Mellish
and
Ryan
Gifford ;
cinematography. Buddy Squires; voices:
Patricia Clarkson, Kevin Conway, Amy
Madigan and Carolyn McCormick;
narrator: Peter Coyote.

A preview is available at
pbs.o rq/dustbowl.

•••
Union County's Contributions to the Dust Bowl Documentary
By Carleen Lazzell
Union County was one of the hardest
hit areas during the cataclysmic Dust
Bowl during the 1930s. When Ken Burns
made the decision to film a documentary
about this tragic event, he and his staff
traveled throughout the Great Plains area.
where they interviewed those who had
lived through those "Dark Times." They
collected
stories
and
historical
photographs. which would ultimately
culminate into the four-hour PBS
program.
During the early stages of producing
the Dust Bowl Documentary, Susan
Shumaker. Associate Prod ucer of
Florentine
Films
(Ken
Burns's
documentaries) came to Clayton on
Thursday. August 13. 2009. to hold a
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"round table" discussion with persons
who remembered the Dust Bowl. There
were about a dozen participants that she
interviewed and videotaped. Victoria
Baker. Director of the Herzstein Memorial
Museum hosted the event at the museum .
Some of Susan's questions included
each person's age , if they lived in town or
the country (which rural community),
and then each person talked about their
memories of the Dust Bowl. After the
"round table," I drove Susan and Victoria
around town so Susan could see buildings
that were there during the Dust Bowl. In
addition to visitinSJ Clayton Hi~h Sch ool's
WPA museum and superintendent's
office. we also looked at the Eklund Hotel.
Union County Courthouse. old Farmers

and Stockmens Bank, old WPA Library
and the Cross Sales Pavilion Building. to
name a few.
Because they wanted to film some of
the individual interviews at the Eklund
Hotel. I was able to put her in touch with
Craig Reeves. who SJraciously arranged
for them to film at the hotel. The late
Pauline Heiman Robertson and Sam
Arquello were the two Union County
persons interviewed for the documentary.
During September 2009. Florentine
Films asked persons to bring their Dust
Bowl photographs to the XIT Museum in
Dalhart, Texas, where the pictures were
scanned and documented.
Several
people from Clayton brought their
photographs
and
Jack
Wiley.

Superintendent of Clayton Public
Schools. provided ph otocraphs and
information about the construction of the
Clayton High School.
On Saturday, April 14. 2012. a
preview showing of the Dust Bowl
Documentary was arranqed at the
Auditorium on the campus of Panhandle
State University in Goodwell. ORlahoma.
The event opened with Ken Burns
speaainq about the process of makinlJ the
documentary and then excerpts from the
film were shown to the audience. Dayton
Duncan wrote the companion bOOR for
the series. Both the book and the DVD will
be available for purchase from
www.ShopPBS.orSJ.
-CCL

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO
~e~bership Services

FROM OUR PRESIDENT
Our Statehood History Conference held in Santa Fe. May 3 -5. was a ~reat
success. At least 250 attendees were at the Statehood History Symposium at the
New Mexico History Museum. and more than 400 were reqistered for the rest of the
conference. includlnq 35 teachers. who were admitted free . Conference attendees
seemed to be very pleased with the diversity and quality of the history
presentations. which included four parallel tracks at the Santa Fe Convention
Center on Friday and Saturday.
The Conference openinq reception on Thursday eveninq at the New Mexico
History Museum saw more than 200 attendees. with considerable color added by
members of La Sociedad Folklorica de Santa Fe in period dresses. The Friday
evening banquet was very special. with a blessinq and soncs by Dr. Sam Suina of
Cochiti Pueblo . with some of his friends and family members. talks on "what it
means to be a New Mexican" by Rick Sleeter. a teacher at EI Dorado Hi~h in
Albuquerque and Paula Tackett. former head of the Legislative Council Service.
and a readinq by Kathy Flynn of an award-winning essay by Las Cruces hi~h
school student Hannah Hopper. The banquet closed with "0 Fair New Mexico"

Book Review:
The Light Side of Little Texas
By Uyless Black.
Lea County Museum Press
Lovington. NM. 2011.
246 paces, paperback. $14.50
Review by Richard Melzer
I had lJreat fun collecting over two
dozen true stories of childhood in New
Mexico for my anthology, When We Were
Young in the West. published in 2003. My
only reqret is that I was nine years too
early to include a chapter from Uyless
Black's new autobiography about {JrowinlJ
up in Lovincton in the 1940s and 1950s.
But then I'd have had to choose
which chapter to solicit permission to use .
Would it have been the humorous chapter
about how the author ~ot his name and
his confusion about belnq called U.D.
Black instead of U.D. Sawyer when he was
named after U.D. Sawyer? Or would I
have chosen "Confessions of a Southern
Baptist" or th e chapter in which he
confesses he "only sorta" likes horses after
sufferinq several comical mishaps with

Ihorses on his Dad's ranch near Lovington?
Or would I have picked the compelling
chapter about a "Carnie" boy who faced
ridicule simply because he was different
from the other kids in U.D.'s 5th SJrade
class?
It's just as well I didn't have an
opportunity to include any part of Black's
~reat story in When We Were Young in the
West. Readers should read the entire
book . just as they should read other
treasures of New Mexico childhoods. from
Aqnes Morley's No Life for a Lady to
Fabiola Cabeza de Baca's We Fed Them
Cactus.
Filled with s;!ood humor. candid
reflections. and personal Insights. The
Lis;!ht Side of Little Texas richly deserved
the Historical Society of New MexiCO'S
Fabiola Cabeza de Baca Award. which
U.D. Black received at the society's 2012
conference held in Santa Fe. Ail I sug-g-est
is that U.D. ch eck twice to make sure his
award didn't g-o to U.D. Sawyer!
- RM

I.'

"Gills Bay Boy". known the world
over as "Scamper. " passed away
peacefully to {Jreener pastures in Boerne.
TX on the morning of July 4. 2012.
Perhaps appropriately. he chose the date
of a joyous holiday to leave this earth - a
day of celebration fit for the life of a horse
that was. in and of himself. a {Jift. Foaled
in 1977. "Scam per" was one of the most
iconic fi{Jures in the equine industry.
dommatinq the barrel ractnq ranks from
the early 1980s until his retirement in
1993. The {Jelded son of "Gills Sonny Boy"
out of the mare "Dra pers Jay" was in {Jood
health to the end. immaculately cared for
by his constant companion Charmayne
James.
"Wha t a ~ift he was. " says James. "It's
sad that he is {Jone but what life he had.
It's something to be celebrated. "

by the attendees and led by State Folklorist Claude Stephenson.
The closing reception at the Governor's Residence on the eveninq of Saturday.
May 5. was an equally ~reat occasion with the presentation of the Historical
Society of New Mexico's annual awards. totalinq 17 this year as noted elsewhere
in this issue. All in all . the conference was a wonderful way to commemorate the
New Mexico Statehood Centennial!
As with all of the Society's activities. we couldn't do what we do without the
help of wonderful volunteers. We want to especially thank our Board members.
Los Compadres del Palacio. La Sociedad de Folklorica. the Santa Fe DAR ~roup .
the Hispanic Genealogical Society. and the many individual volunteers. We also
want to express our ~reat appreciation for the many conference sponsors.
includinq the Banner Sponsor. the Lodqe at Santa Fe.
Sincerely
Michael Stevenson

Kateri Tekakwitha
1656-1680

Kst eti Teestranthe, sculp tur e by Estrella Lor etto in front of Saint Francis Basili ca Cathedral in Santa Fe
(Photograph by Carleen LazzeII May 5.20/2)

The Legendary "Gills Bay Boy" aka
"Scamper" Passes

A winning barrel racin g team "Scamper " and
Charmay ne James

sun~

Adjectives fall short to describe
"Scamper's" iconic career but amaztng,
incredible and stoic all come to mind.
"Sca m per" is easily defined by his
performance record. which was perfect.
Achieving 10 world championships in the
Women's Professional Rodeo Association.
he teamed with James to earn National
Finals Rodeo average titles in 1984. 1986.
1987. 1989. 1990 and 1993. The duo won
an incredible ten Rodeo Houston titles
and countless circuit and major rodeo
championships on their way to earnings
of well over $ 1 million.
Ioqether "Scamper" and Charmayne
defined an era in rodeo and their famous
round-winning bridleless ride perhaps
best epitomizes the relationship between
horse and rider; a one-in-a-miIIion
partnership that was loyal and true to the
end. Defyinq all odds. the unassummq bay
raced his way into the hearts of millions.
takins;! a younq ranch SJirl from Clayton.
NM with him. From feedlot pony to
equine le{Jend. "Scamper's" conformation.
attitude and mental and physical
toughness endeared him to the public . His
smooth-as-glass style coupled with lJreat
speed made him a formidable horse for
the competition to face .
"Scam per" was 35 when he was laid
to rest at the ranch in Boerne. Texas.
-CCL

Kateri Tekakwitha (pronounced ['g-aderi delJa'g-wita] in Mohawk). ortqinally known as
Catherine Tekakwitha informally known as Lily of the Mohawks (1656 - April 17. 1680) was
an Algonquln and Iroquois Native American relisious lay woman from New France and an
early convert to Roman Catholicism. Consequently. she was shunned and exiled by her tribe
and she died at the ag-e of 24. She is the first Native American woman to be venerated in the
Roman Catholic Church. Tekaawitha was beatified by Blessed Pope John Paul II in 1980. On
February 18. 2012. Pope Benedict XVI officiaIIy announced at Saint Peter's Basilica that
Tekakwitha wiII be canonized on October 21. 2012

·e ·

Historic Corrales Landmark
Destroyed by Fire
Early Sunday morning, July 22.2012.
the historic Territorial House (also known
as Rancho de Corrales) went up in flames.
The oriqmal section of the building was
constructed in 1801 and that area was the
saloon. Over the past several years. the
buildinq had been enlarged to encompass
an event center which was used for
weddings and other {Jatherin{Js. The
name was changed from the Territorial
House to Rancho de Corrales Event
Center.
Beca use of the historic ambience of

the building with its brick floors . thick
adobe walls and ancient vilJas. it was a
popular place for locals and out of town
visitors to enjoy New Mexico cuisine. Few
buildings still exist in New Mexico which
date from the 1800s. although some can
still be found in Mesilla . Taos and Santa
Fe.
The fire has been blamed on faulty
electrical wirinlJ and started about 3:00
a.m. on Sunday morninq. It took fire
fiqhters fifteen hours to put out the
flames.

Mark your calendar Sunday and Monday N ovember 18 & 19, 20 12
Dust Bowl Documentary
a Ken Burns Production, PBS Telev ision
check your local listings

Ruins of the Territorial House (aka Rancho de Corrales Event Center)
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License Plates commemorating New Mexico Statehood. (above) 75th Anniversary in 1987
and (below) 60th Anniversary 1972 on display at Crossroads Coffee House. Clayton NM
(Photograph by Carleen Lazzell April 12. 2012)

Alan Houser Studios loaned Governor Susanna Martinez this Buffalo Sculpture. which
presides in the backyard of the Governor's Mansion .
(Photograph by Carleen Lazzell May 5. 2012)

•••

Call for Proposals

ili

hsnm

2013 New Mexico-Arizona Joint History Conference
April 18 - 21. 2013

III

Las Cruces Convention Center
Las Cruces. New Mexico

The program committee invites
proposals for presentations on any aspect
of Arizona or New Mexico history for
delivery at the New Mexico-Arizona Joint
History Convention. to be held at the Las
Cruces Convention Center. The format of
the convention includes approximately
twenty-four 75-minute sessions of three 20minutes presentations. We encourage both
individual submissions and proposals for
related topics that could comprise a
complete
session.
PowerPoint
presentations will be supported and laptops
and projectors will be supplied.
Proposals must be submitted by
October 1. 2012 . to Bruce Gjeltema.
blJjelt@unm .edu, 1102 S. Strong Dr.. Gallup.
NM 87301 ; or Bruce 1. Dinges.
bdinSJes@azhs.SJov. c/o Arizona Historical
Society. 949 E. 2nd si. Tucson. AZ 85719.
Notification of acceptance will be sent
beginninlJ in early November.
Information on meals. tours. and
lodging will be available at the Historical
Society of
New
Mexico website:
www.hsnm.orq, or the Arizona History
Convention web site: wwwertzonafustoryorg.
A number of prizes are available .
following notification of acceptance.
presenters wishinlJ to be considered for a
prize must submit a completed paper of no
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more than 12 double-spaced. typed pages
(exclusive of notes) to Bruce Dinges or
Bruce Gjeltema by February 1. 2013. If a
PowerPoint presentation is to be
considered as part of the [udqes'
consideration. the PowerPoint must be
submitted with the paper (version 97-2003 is
recommended) . The Prizes include:
Barry M. Goldwater Award - A $750
prize will be lJiven to the best convention
paper on Arizona or New Mexico history.
All accepted papers are eligible.
Valeen 1. Avery Collegiate Award - A
$500 prize lJoes to the best paper on an
Arizona or New Mexico Topic by a college
(lJraduate or undergraduate) or junior
college student. Indicate the advisinSJ
professor and institution on the proposal
and completed paper.
Don Bufkin Prize - The $500 prize will
be awarded for the best paper dealing with
the territorial period of Arizona or New
Mexico history.
Papers dealing with
geography. broadly defined. or cartography
are particularly encouraged. Anyone
wishing to contribute to this memorial can
send a check to the Arizona History
Convention. Inc .. to chairman John C. Lacy.
DeConcini McDonald Yetwin & Lacy. 2525 E.
Broadway Blvd. . Suite 200. Tucson. AZ
85716.

Historical Society of
New Mexico!

~hsnm.org

New Books for Your New Mexico History Bookshelves
Uyless black . The Light Side of Little Texas.
Lovtnston. Lea County Museum Press. 2011 .
Cherie Burns. Searching for Beauty: The
Life of Milicent Rogers. New York: St.
Martin's Press. 2011.
baldwln G. Burr. Los Lunas, New Mexico.

Charleston: Arcadia Press. 2012.
Philip Connors. fire Season. New Yorl<: Ecco.
2011 .
Gale Cooper. Billy the Kid's Writings,
Words, and Wit. n.p .: Gelcour BOORS. 2012.
Gary Cozzens. capitan, New Mexico: from
the Coalora Coal Mines to Smokey Bear.
Charleston: History Press. 2012.
Ray John de Aragon. Enchanted Legends
and Lore of New Mexico: Witches, Ghosts,
and Spirits. Charleston: The History Press.
2012.
Roberta
Key Haldane.
Gold-Mining
Boomtown: People of White Oaks,
Lincoln County. New Mexico Territory,
Norman: Arthur H. Clark Company. 2012.
Rick Hendricks . The Casads: A Pioneer
family of the Mesilla Valley. Albuquerque:
Rio Grande Books. 2012.
Hillsboro Historical Society. Around
Hillsboro. Charleston : Arcadia Press. 2011 .
Christopher 1. HU~lJard and Terrence M.
Humble. Santa Rita del Cobre: A Copper
Mining Community in New Mexico.
Boulder: University Press of Colorado. 2012.

Mary Kircher and Beverly Rowe. eds. New
Mexico: Its History and Culture on
United
States
Postage
Stamps.
Albuquerque:
New Mexico
Philatelic
Foundation. 2012.
James A. McClure and Ezequiel L. Ortiz. Don
Jose: An American Soldier's Courage and
faith in Japanese Captivity. Santa Fe:
Sunstone Press. 2012.
Richard Melzer. ed . Sunshine and Shadows
in New Mexico's Past: The Statehood
Period, 1912..2012. Albuquerque: Rio Grande
BOORS. 2012.
Sharon Niederman . Signs and Shrines:
Spiritual Journeys Across New Mexico.
WoodstoCR. Vermont: Countryman Press .
2012.
Catherine C. Robbins. All Indians Do Not
Live in Tepees (or Casinos). Lincoln :
University of Nebraska Press. 2011.
Paul Secord. Albuquerque Deco and
Pueblo. Charleston: Arcadia Press. 2012.
Harley Shaw and Mara Weinsenber~er. Twelve
Hundred Miles by Horse and Burro: J.
Stokely Ligon and New Mexico's first
Breeding Bird Survey. Tucson: University of
Arizona Press. 2011 .
David Townsend.
The
47th
Star.
Alamogordo.
Alamogordo
Statehood
Centennial Committee. 2012.
Joseph Traugott. New Mexico Art Through
Time: Prehistory to the Present. Santa Fe:
Museum of New Mexico Press. 2012.
Compiled by Richard Melzer

